THE WATERGATE SCANDAL

-WATERGATE SCANDAL:  A LONG SERIES OF ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES IN THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION.  THE PRESIDENT AND HIS STAFF WERE FOUND TO HAVE SPIED ON AND HARASSED POLITICAL OPPONENTS, ACCEPTED ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS, AND COVERED UP THEIR OWN MISDEEDS.

1969:  The White House Staff compiled an enemies list, including 200 liberal politicians, black political activist, actors and journalist.

-Most of the above had taken a public stand against the Vietnam War.

JUNE 1971:  The “Pentagon Papers” are published.  A history of the Vietnam War drawn from secret government documents.  They criticized the policies that had led to the war and described how officials had deceived the public about the American role. (Daniel Ellsberg)
1972:  “The Plumbers” play dirty tricks on Edmund Muskie.  Muskie was the strongest Democrat that Nixon feared could beat him in the 1972 election.

-They issued phony statements about Muskie and fed false rumors to the press.

-The nomination went to George McGovern.

June 17, 1972:  The Watergate break-in occurs.

June 23, 1972:  In private meetings Nixon tells his advisers to prevent the FBI from involvement in the Watergate investigation.
August 1972:  Nixon denies White House connection with the break-in.

November 1972:  Nixon is re-elected.

January 1973:  The Watergate Burglars go on trial. (Bob Halderman, John Ehrlichman, Attorney General Mitchell)

April 1973: Nixon’s top aides resign (ABOVE)

May 1973:  Senate Watergate hearings begin.

October 1973:  Vice-President Spiro Agnew resigns (Tax Invasion, accepting bribes in exchange for political favors).

-Gerald Ford became the Vice-President.

October 20, 1973:  The “Saturday Night Massacre”, Nixon was ordered to turn in his secret tapes.  Nixon ordered the firing of his legal team.
October 1973:  The House of Rep. begins impeachment proceedings against Nixon.

April 1974:  Nixon releases transcripts of his office tapes.

July 1974:  Committee votes for impeachment.

August 9, 1974:  Nixon resigns the presidency.
