U.S. HISTORY 

TIMELINE

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR

1853 = The U.S. offers Spain 130 million dollars for Cuba

1895 = There are Guerilla attacks on American Sugar Plantations.

· Under Valerian Weyler, 200,000 die in detention.

· Hearst and Pulitzer use yellow journalism to gain 

Attention to events in Cuba.

1897 = There is a new Spanish government in Cuba, Weyler is 

            removed.

Feb. 9, 1898 = The DeLome letter is discovered.

Feb. 15, 1898 = The U.S.S. Maine explodes in Havana Harbor 

                         (Cuba) 260 Americans die.

April 11, 1898 = President McKinley gives his “war message” to 

                         Congress.

April 20, 1898 = Congress declares on Spain (people pressure).

May 1, 1898 = Dewey sails from Hong Kong to Manila(Philippines)

                      Destroys the Spanish fleet at Manila.

Summer 1898 = - The U.S. is not trained or prepared to go to 

                            Cuba.  Wool clothing.

                         - In Santiago, Cuba Teddy Roosevelt makes his        

                            charge up San Juan Hill (Kettle Hill).  He and

                            the Rough Riders help to take Santiago.

· The Spanish Fleet tries to escape from Santiago

Harbor.  The U.S. fleet destroys the Spanish fleet.

            -  The United States invades Puerto Rico and take it over.

August 1898 = The United States takes over the Philippines.

Aug. 12, 1898 = The U.S. and Spain agree to stop fighting.

                         “The Splendid Little War”

                          - 400 U.S. soldiers die in combat, 5,000 die from                                  

                             other causes.

Dec. 10, 1898 = The Treaty of Paris is signed, ending the war.  

· Cuba becomes independent(Teller Amendment)

· The U.S. gains control of Puerto Rico and Guam.

· The U.S. buys the Philippines from Spain for 20 million dollars.

